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Egg cases of California skates. It is possible to speciate skates via their egg cases.

TOOLS

This project has led to the development of a key for identifying

skates based on their egg cases.

A life history data matrix for 106 chondrichthyan species from the

tip of Baja California to the eastern Bering Sea has been made

available to the public through the Pacific Shark Research Center

at http://psrc.mlml.calstate.edu.

APPLICATIONS

About 268,212 pounds of “unspecified” skate were landed in
California in 2006, according to the California Department of
Fish and Game. Almost 10 times this amount was landed in
1989. The lead biologist of this project estimates that for every
ton of skate landed another ton is discarded as bycatch. Species-
specific information, such as that gathered in this project, is es-
sential for ensuring that fishing and other human activities do
not imperil the continued health of these marine animals.
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